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Fall Among Dead Tongues in

Schools Here, Class En-

trances Indicate.

The langoage of the Kalsar la sot
fisding mueh favor in Washington
high achools these days and Iif the

present rate of decrease prevalls,

German will scon fall to the level
of the dend Greek und Latin tongues.

Eince {he United States entered the

wWar 4 maried falilng off in the study
of German has been rocorded, comse-

quently there ara more Freach and

stodenta than ever  bafore.
Tha startling decreases in the while
schocis are mot so promiment

high
in the calored schoole. German In

holMing its own at the colored Dun-

bar High School, where eleven clamses

have besn orgaalzsed, the same num-

ber as Jast year. But even this is &

ok, claims G. C. Wilkinson, prin-

elpa]l of Dunbar, as thirteen classes

had been “planned on paper for 1917.”

Three tsachers are engaged teaching

Gesrman =t the Duasbar, two of them

davoting thalr antire day to the sub-

@@ Clasyes Before War,

In 2918 before the United States

entered war thers wers thirty-

saven of German in the white

esohovls and (wenty-three classes
in the csloved high schools. Today,
thare are twenty-four classes In ths
white high schools and ninetsen
! or appreximately 510 studenta

of German in the Washington high
schools.

In 1813 Central High School boasi-
ol of wixtsén classes of German with
480 stullents. Today the 450 has been

A cut geariy in kalf. Only 281 students

in & Bchool of over 2,200 puplls, ate
to “Sprechen sie Deutsch”™
Bafors the war, German was the

lsnguage sought above all othern

Now, both French and Spanish have
replaced IL
At McKinley Manual Training
there ls & loas of three Car-
man eclasses snd about 100 puplls.
French is now being taken by seven
classas, and is expected to scom pasa
the Carman classes In enrollment
Bpenish js far ahead of German, there
Selng eleven full classes studying the
irade language.
Spaniad In High Schools.

A decjded alump in German |Is
moted at both Eastern and Western
High Schools. The war brought about
& B0 per cent decrease in the stody of
German at Western, where four
classes have been reduced to two,
and these are advanced, there being
nto demand for beginner's German.
For itz sise, Westarn ia the French
stronghoid. thers belng alx classes
in eperstion. Spanish, with four
classes, |s also shead of German.

Bastern High 8School haa suffered
the loss of three German classes
Zaat year's seven having been re-
duced to four this year. Omly eix
students applied for beginner's Ger-
man at the opening of school this
year, and as schoo! rules regquire ten
studants 40 make a language clasa
the six were compelled to study with
a mope advanced class

Altheugh Dunbar High School has
not jost any German classes, Arm-
strong Manual Tratning Bchool, the
other colored high school just around
the cormer, has only eight classes In
plape of last year's twalve, Of this
= Bowaever, aix are freshmen
clasnes just taking up the study of
the Teuton tangue At Armatrong,
there are three classes In French, =
gain of one clams over last year. and
two clssses !n Spanish, a gain eof
one ciass over last year.

Net a © reial

German passed out m Busineas
High Behool four ye

nifleant fact, ls

by school of-
t Garman ls not a
e, Spanish pushed
German off the program at Business
High., as the one desirable comme--
clal language.

s“gpanish is the commercial lan-
gusge and should be tgught In busi
ness schoals,’ declared Principal Allan
Daris, of Busineas High School.

“This year there was some demand
for French, but I believe more from a
partiotic rather than & business
standpoint,” sajd Mr. Davis. Busineas
has four Spanish classes

Washington school officials believe
tha!l the astonizshing decrease In the
study of German i» due directly o the
war. Although the French and ~pan

ish Tsts of eligible teacherz ar> ex-|

CHANGES COMING
IN GOVERNMENT

By JAMES W. GERARD.
American Ambasssder to Germany, July 8,
135, to February 4, WL
tCopyright. United States, Canads, snd In-
teroational, 7, by the Public Ledger Ouo.)
Ambassador Gerurd, who, during the

fowr years precedimg the declarution
war, wos in Berlin ond in constemt

touch with Germon gfuirs, has wrilten

& vivid story of Me esperiences. This

ot The Washington Timss will pub-
k&w«mmmﬂwhﬂm
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Ws Language Likely tojm

kd of
imore vital or more intereating.

I bave already expressed a belief
that Germany will not be forced to

make peace because of s revolution
and that sufficient food will be some-

!
E
:
{

liberalism that the workl will be
given such guarantees of future
mu'ﬂlmmm
tion of this war.

There is, properly speaking, mo
great Liberal party in the politieal
arena in Germany. As I have said,

fidence in their political sagacity.
Attacked President Wilson,

It was Btresemann who, om May 30,
1818, said in the Reichstag, referring
to President Wilson = = -
maker, “Wa thrust the hand
son aslde.” ©On the day follo
day oen which the Preal
nounced to Comgress the by
diplamatic relations mnew; Jfof that
break had not yet srrived Berlin;
Herr Stresemann on th peacaful
Sunday morning was aged In
making a speechk to the mbers of
the National Liberal party In which
he told them that as a result of his
careful study of the American situa-
tion, of his careful researches into
American character and politics, he
could assure them that America
would never break with Germany.
Aa he concluded his sposch and sat
down, amid the applause of his ad-
mirera, a German who had been ait-
ting in the back of the room rose and
read from the noon paper, the "B, Z."
a dispatch from Holland giviag the
news that America had broken rela-
tions with Germsny. The political
picill and foresight of Herr Strese-
mann may be judged from the abova
Incident.

The Boolalists, or Social Democrats,
more proparly speaking, have shown
themselves in opposition to the mon
archieal form of government in Ger
many. This has put them pelitically,
militarily, and socially beyond the
pale.

At Heart Is a Likersl

Zimmermann,. the foreign secretary.
although the meantal excltement
caused by his elevation to the foreign
office at a time of stress made him
Fo over to the advocates of ruthless
submarine war lock, stock, and bar-
rel, ia novertheless at heart a liberal,
and viclenily opposed to a system
which drawa the leadera of the coun-
try from only one aristocratic class.

Dr, Solf, the imperial colonial min
Ister, while devoted (o the Emperor
and his family, is a man so reason-
able in his views, so Indulgent of the
views of others, and Indulgent with
out weakness, that he would make an
ideal Jeader of & liberalized Germany.
The great bankers, merchants, and
manufacturers, although they appre
clate the lusclous dividends that they
have received during the peaceful
yeara asince 1870, nevertheless fesl
under their skins the ignominy of
living in = country where a class
exists by birth, a class not even tact-
ful encugh to conceal its ancient con-
tempt for all those who soll thelr
hands by business or trafe,

In faet, such a party is & necesalty

bausted. several names remaln on the | for Germany us & buffer agalnst the

Garman list

Meny high school teachers of Ger-
man bealieve that Washington etu-
dents are doing wrong by neglecting
the study-

After the war, sald some |

| extreme Bocial Demodrate.
| When Germany's Ssidiers Mareh

Home.
At the close of the war the soldlers

of the teschers, German will be in-|who have fought in the mud of the

valuable. One tsacher pointed out
that the study of German now s as
nacessary as the study of French, be-

caves when the American armies In-|

trenches for thres years will most
innistently demand a redistricting of

ths Reichatag and an abolition of the
Insdequate circls voting of Pluasia

vade Germeny they will find & knowl-| snd when manhood suffrage comes in

wdge of the language to greal ad-
vantage.

A pamphlipt just gotten out by the
cogimittee on public (nformation,

Prussia., and when the Industrial
population of Germany gets that rep
resentation in the Relchstag out of
which they bave besn brasenly cheatl-

tisn ia German, on “How the War |ed for so many years, it may waell be

to America.” has been recelved

that a great Liberal party will be

by Fuperifitendent of Schools Ernest|the only defense of private property
L Tharaton. The pamphlet may be | against the assanil of an enraged and

« comne & German text In the local high | justly revengeful Soclal Democracy.
#chool clarven,

The workingmen of Germany bave

e

been fooled for & l(ﬂl‘ time. They
constitnte that class of which Presl-
dant Lincoln spokse, "Tou can fool
pome of the people all of the time™
and the middle class of manufactur-
ers, merchants, and so-on, havp ac-
quiesced in the systom because of the

of i profits that they have made.

The difficulty of making peace with
Germany as at present consiituted ia
that the whole world feels that peace
mades with {te-present government
would not be lasting: that such a
peace would mean the dotachment of
scmes of the allies from the present
world alliasnce agalnst OGermany,
preparation by Germany, in the Mga:
of her nesds as disciosed by this war,
and the declaration of a new war I
which there would be no battle of the
Marne to turm back the tide of Ger-
man world conguest

Not Great Libernl Party. -

There Is an Impression abrosd that
the Social Democratic Party of Ger-
many. ususlly kmown abroad as the
Boclalist Party, partakes of st least
same of the characteristics of a great
Liberal party. This (s far from being
the case. By thelir acts, If not by
thelr express declarations, they ‘have
shown th lves aa opp d to the
monarchical form of government, and
their laaders are charged with hav-
ing declared themaselves openly In
:::nr of fres love and against relig-

The Roman Catholic Chureh recog-
nizes In social democracy its grestest
enemy and has made great efforts to
countaract the advance of social
democracy by fostering s sort of
Roman Catholic trades union for a

third of the members of the Reilch-
siag belong to this party, its members
are never calied to hold office In the
government, and the attitude of the
whole of the governing class—of all

' the professors, school teachers, clergy

of both Protastant and Roman Catho-
lle religions, of the prosperous mid.
dle el is that of 1 al

tion to the doctrines of Boelal
Democracy. The world must enler-
taln mo Mustion that the Social
Democratic leallers speak for Ger-

many. .
Rale From Above Dowmward

It the industrial population bad
thelr falr share of representiation ia
the REesichstag they might perhaps
aven control that body. But as I
have time and again reiterated, the
Relchotag bas only the power of pub-

_| Ue opinion, and the Germany of today

Is ruled by officlals appolntsd from
l—bw'l.. downward. All of these of-
ficlals in Germany must be added to
the other classes that ! have men-
tioned. . There are more officlals
there thall n any other country in
the world. As they ows thair very
existence to the government, they
must not only serve that governmant,
but make the enemiss of that govern
mant their own. Therefors, they and
the ecircls of thelr connectivns are
opponents of the Bocial Democrata.

All this shows how difficult it is
at pressnt for the men of ressonable
and liberal views, who do not wish to
declare themsalves agsinst both re
ligion and merality, to find a political
refuge,

Chancellor von Bethmann-Hallweg,
himpelf a Liberal at heart, a2 I have
sald, declared that thers must be
changes In Germany. It ls perhaps
withia the bounds of probabliity that
& great new Liberal party will be
formed to-which 1 have referred, com-
posed of the more conservalive So-
cial Demiocrats, of the remains of the
National Liberal and Progressive par-
ties and of the more liberal cf the
Conservatives. The important ques
tion, then, Is whether the Roman
Catholic or Centrum will voluntarily
dissolve and ita members consa to
peek elaction merely as representa-
tives of the Roman Cathollc Church.

Easiest Transition Is Likely.

I believe that the tendency of Ger
man liberallam is toward the easiest
transition, that of making the chan
cellor and his ministers reaponsible
to the Reichstagy and bound to re-
sign after a vots of want of confl
dence by that body.

At the time of the Zabern affalr
Scheldemann ssserted that the resig-
nation of the chancellor must logical
iy follow & vote of want of confi
dence, and It was the chancellor who
refused to resign, saying that he was
responsible to the Emperor alone. It
requires no viclent change lo bring
about this establishment of parlia-
mentary government, and, If the
members of the Reichstag should be
electad from districts fairly consti
tuted, the world would then be deal
ing with s liberallze., Germany and s
Germany which has become liberal-
ized without sny violent change In
the form of Its govermment

Of course, colucldent with this par.
llamentary raform ths viclous cirele
aysiem of voling in Prussia must
end.

This change to 3 government by =
responsible ministry can be accom
plished under the constitutien of the
German Empire by a mere majority
vote of the Reichetag and & vols In
the Bundestat, In which less than
fourtesn wvoles ar> against the pro-
posed change In the constitutien
This means that the consent of the
BEmperor a» Prusrian King must be
obtained, and that of a sunmiber of
the rulers of the Cerman States.

In the reasonable liberalization of
Germany, If It comes, Theodore Waolff
and his father-itn-law, Mosss, will
play leading parts. The great news-
paper, the Tageblatt, which Mosse
ow and Wolft adits, has through-
ot Whe war been a beacon light at
once of reapon and of patrictiam.

b '... ﬁ:

The enteance of the United States into the war being read in the
Reichstag., -
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And éther great mewspapars will
take the same enlightened course

Traly Sorry Por Bernhard
I am truly sorry for Georg Bern-
hard, the talantsd editor of the Vos-

sische Baitung., who, & w =
Jew, wears the livery of Jonkerdom,
I am sure to his great dis e.
After I Jeft’ Germany the Voasiche
Zeltupg made the meopt ridicujous
charges against me—such as that I
lasued American passports to
The mewapaper might ma well have
solagrmly charged that I sent notes
to the forelgm office in sealed snve-
opes. Having charge of Britiah in-
terests, I could mot Jseus Britlah
passports to British cltlsens allowed]
to lears Germany, but sccordiag to
universal custons fn similar cases|
and the express. consant of “the fm-
perial forelgm' office, I gave these
returning British Americans pass-
ports superstamped with the words
“British subject.” A mare’s nesl,
truly.

The fall of Von Bsthmann-Hollweg].

was & triumph of kitchen Intrigue
and of junkerism. 1 belleve that ha
is & Liberal at heart, that It was
against his Best !udgment that the
ruthless submaring war weas resummed

the pledges of the Sussex note brokeg| -

and Germany involved [m war with
America If he had resigned rather
than consented to the resumption of
U-boat war, he would have stood out
as a great Liberal rallying point and
probably have returned to a more
real power than he ever possessed.
But balf becauss of a desire o e
tzin office, half because of a mis-
taken loyalty to the Emperor, hs re-
mained in office at the sacrifice of
his opinions and when ke laid down
that office, no title of prince.or even
count waited him as a parting gift

In his retirement he will read the
lines of BSchiller—a favorite quota-
tion In Germany—"Der Mohr hat
seine Bchuldighsit getan, der Mohr
kann gehen” “The Moor has dons his
work, the Moor ean go.” and In his
old age he will exclalm as Bhakes
pears makes the great Chancellor of
Henry the Bighth exclaim: “Oh, Crom-
well, Cromwelll Had 1 but served my
God with half the zeal I served my

this god is not the private war god
of the Prussizsas with whom they be-
lleve they have a gentieman’s work-
Ing agreement, but the God of Chris
tiantty, of humanity, and ‘of all man-
kind.

Whels Werld Knews Him.

It would have been easier for Ger-
many to make peace with Von Beth-
mann-Hollwag at the heim. The whaole
world knows him and honors him for
his honesty.

Helfferich remained as vice chan-

cellor and minister of the interior. A
powerful, an agile intallect, & man, 1
am sure, opposed to militarism. HRea-
sonabie in his views, one can sit at
the ceuncil table with him and arrive
at compromises and results, but his
Intense patriotism and wsurpassing
ability make hkim mn opponent to be
feared. -

Kushimann has the forsignm office.
Far more wily than Zimmermann, he
will continue to strive to embreoll us
with Japan and Mexico, but he will
not be caught. Second In command
In London, ha replisd that England
would not enter the war. The rtu-
mors, seattersd broadcast as he took
office, to the effect that he was op-
posed to ruthless U.bosat war, ware
but evidences of a more skillful hand
In a campalgn o predispose the world
in his favor, and, therefore, to assist
him in any negotlations he might
have on the carpet. Beware of the
wily Kuehlmann! .

Balting the chancellor Is the fa
vorita spart of German political life.
No soonar does the Kalser name a
chancellor than hundreds of little
politiclans, Relchstagy members, edl-
tors, reporters. and femals Intriguers
try to drive him from office. Whaen
Von Bathmann-Hollweg showed an
Inclination toward liberalism and ad-
vocated a juster electoral system for

Prussia, the Jankers, the military,

and the upholders of the caste sys-
tem, joined their forcea to those“of
the usuel intriguers, and It was only
s question of time until the chan-
ecollor's official hesd fell In the basket

An Unfalr Reputation.

Our American dational game,
poker, bas given us abroad sn upfeie
reputation. We sre always supposed
to be bluffing. A book was publish-
ed in Germany about the President.
called “"Presldent Bluff"”

I only regret that those high In au-
thority in Germany should have gre-

not the prindi
own .country In
the countty its
edited will do, and I
that I’ managed to give the Biats
sdvance information of
FIRAR,

pal one, is to
formed—to

moves of the rulers of Ge
part of & loyal and
competent

ferred to llsten lo. proiGerman corre-
spendents who posed as amateur su-
Per-ambassadors. raider Lhas 0 e

suthorized regpresemtatives of Amer-
fea. T left Germany with a clear
scisnce and the knowledge that I
dona everyihlng possible W
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APPROPRIATE, FOR THE PARTY—WE OFFER'

flavors of the Famous “Q4Zper Hond,” QUALITY
s will comprise an assortment of novelties,
\ Handsome Doilies FREE
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